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Aspinall Unit Reservoirs

Blue Mesa

Morrow Point

Crystal



Gunnison River Operations
• 690,000 ac-ft Projected Inflow to Blue Mesa  (April –

July Forecast, 96% of Average)

• Black Canyon National Park Water Right
– 300 cfs Minimum
– 5,864 cfs Peak
– 650 cfs 85 Day “Shoulder” Flow

• Flood Control

• Future Operation for ESA

• Other Project Purposes



5864 cfs

May 1 Forecast
690 KAF

Actual Peak
6730 cfs



Dust on Snow Events

• Center for Snow and Avalanche Studies
• 12 Events in Southwest Colorado
• Effect on Runoff and Operation??? 



River Forecasts



Most Probable Peak Flows
Contribution to Peak Flow on Gunnison R @ Delta

(Release from Aspinall Unit Excluded)
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Cimarron River Flows









April - August 2009 Blue Mesa
Comparison with Long Term Average
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Crystal Spill – May 14th, 2009;      Total Release  5,400 cfs;        Spill 1,200 cfs

“We send our clean water to Arizona and all we get back is red dirt”

– Carol DeAngelis, A.M. WCAO

Questions
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