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JANUARY 5, 2012
  

TO:  ERIC KUHN, GENERAL MANAGER  
 
CC:   BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
FROM:  DAVE KANZER, P.E.   
 
SUBJECT:  SELENIUM TASK FORCE FUNDING PROPOSED FOR 2012 (CA12003) 
 
 
This memo outlines the projected River District support of the Selenium Task Force (STF) for the 
2012 calendar/ budget year. It is recommended that the board authorize the General Manager to 
enter into a new contract with SC Environmental for services related to STF facilitation and 
related Selenium Management Program (SMP) activities for up to $40,000. 
 
Background 
After two years of cooperative efforts, the Selenium Management Program was finalized in 
December 2011 when the US Bureau of Reclamation transmitted the Program Formulation 
Document (PFD) to the US Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) on behalf of Gunnison Basin 
water user interests, satisfying an important requirement of the Gunnison Basin Programmatic 
Biological Opinion (PBO) signed by the Service in December of 2009. River District staff was 
integral to drafting this guidance document and all related SMP development activities with 
significant support from Sonja Chavez de Baca of SC Environmental (SCE). Ms. Baca has been 
the primary contractor for the STF, under River District management, since approximately 2006.  
 
Although, the River District shoulders the majority of the financial burden (recently up to 
$30,000 per year) and significant technical services load, there are many significant partners. In 
addition to important state and federal partners (DNR/CWCB, Reclamation, Service, NRCS, and 
BLM), local and regional interests participate and contribute financially (the Upper Gunnison 
River Water Conservancy District (UGRWCD) has recognized that the SMP and PBO benefits 
the whole basin and has contributed up to $10,000 per year to the River District since 2010. 
Reclamation has provided nominal amounts of financial assistance on a sporadic basis directly to 
SCE. 
 
Although it is anticipated that the intensity of STF/SMP activities may decrease slightly in 2012, 
up to $40,000 may be needed to support a diverse array of research, monitoring and mitigation 
implementation activities. Because this amount exceeds the contracting authority of the General 
Manager, it is hereby requested that the Board of Directors authorize staff to:  
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Enter in a new contract with SCE (CA12003; please see attached letter of appreciation from the 
STF) to provide STF facilitation services and related SMP development work in an amount not 
to exceed $40,000 dollars in 2012. 
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