
Filling the Gap:Filling the Gap:g pg p
Commonsense Commonsense 
S l ti fS l ti fSolutions for Solutions for 
Meeting Front Meeting Front 
R W t N dR W t N dRange Water NeedsRange Water Needs

J i t W t SlJ i t W t SlJoint West Slope Joint West Slope 
Basin Roundtable MeetingBasin Roundtable Meeting
May 26, 2011May 26, 2011

Western Resource AdvocatesWestern Resource Advocates

May 26, 2011May 26, 2011

Western Resource AdvocatesWestern Resource Advocates
Trout UnlimitedTrout Unlimited

Colorado Environmental CoalitionColorado Environmental Coalition



The Big PictureThe Big PictureThe Big PictureThe Big Picture

 Colorado’s water futureColorado’s water future –– the next 40 yearsthe next 40 years Colorado s water future Colorado s water future the next 40 yearsthe next 40 years
 Significant work by State of Colorado and Significant work by State of Colorado and 

Interbasin Compact Committee in 2009Interbasin Compact Committee in 2009--20102010Interbasin Compact Committee in 2009Interbasin Compact Committee in 2009 20102010
 365,000 AF/year “gap” by 2050365,000 AF/year “gap” by 2050

 Filling Filling the Gap the Gap —— getting getting to “yes”to “yes”
 2121stst Century approachCentury approach
 Sustainable, Balanced, InnovativeSustainable, Balanced, Innovative
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 Protects Colorado’s futureProtects Colorado’s future



Water and the EnvironmentWater and the EnvironmentWater and the EnvironmentWater and the Environment

 Healthy flowing rivers:Healthy flowing rivers: Healthy flowing rivers:Healthy flowing rivers:
 Sustain the environmentSustain the environment
 Power the economyPower the economy Power the economyPower the economy
 Support local communitiesSupport local communities

Create quality of lifeCreate quality of life Create quality of lifeCreate quality of life
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Issues Associated With Issues Associated With 
S l jS l jStructural ProjectsStructural Projects

 Cost
 Controversy

 Evaporation
 Sedimentation Controversy

 Delay
 Sedimentation
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Smart PrinciplesSmart PrinciplesSmart PrinciplesSmart Principles
 Use existing supplies efficiently before making new diversions.

 Expand existing projects before building new ones.

 Improve use of existing water supply infrastructure by 
integrating systems and sharing resources among water usersintegrating systems and sharing resources among water users.

 Design ag-to-muni transfers to maintain agriculture and 
mitigate adverse impacts to rural communities.g p

 Invoke all stakeholders in decision-making processes.

 Fully address the environmental and socioeconomic impacts of 
l j i ll b i di iwater supply projects, especially trans-basin diversions.  

 Leave adequate flows in rivers to support healthy ecosystems 
under all future scenarios, even if water availability diminishes
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under all future scenarios, even if water availability diminishes 
in the future as a result of climate change or other factors.
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WaterWater ConservationConservation

 Planning required by statute

Water Water ConservationConservation

 Planning required by statute
 Tools available to providers

 Rates Rates
 Rebates
 Retrofits
 Land use planning

 Public norms
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IssuesIssues withwith ConservationConservation

 Demand Hardening

Issues Issues with with ConservationConservation

 Demand Hardening
 Permanency
 % of Savings for Growth % of Savings for Growth
 Impact on Return Flows
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Water ReuseWater ReuseWater ReuseWater Reuse
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IssuesIssues withwith ReuseReuseIssues Issues with with ReuseReuse

C Cost
 Public Acceptance
 Stream Flow Issues
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Ag/Urban CooperationAg/Urban CooperationAg/Urban CooperationAg/Urban Cooperation
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Issues Issues with with Ag/Urban Ag/Urban 
C iC iCooperationCooperation

 Sustaining Agriculture
 Instream FlowsInstream Flows
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RecommendationsRecommendationsRecommendationsRecommendations

 Close the “gap” with balanced water supply strategies.g p pp y g
 Protect CO rivers and streams in all future water developments.
 Pursue only IPPs that can be constructed and operated 

according to “smart” principlesaccording to smart  principles.
 Implement more aggressive water conservation. Front Range 

homeowners consistently express a willingness to adopt 
enhanced conservation measures in order to protect rivers.

 Maximize water reuse, and work to improve public perception 
and acceptance of reuse projects.p p j

 Cooperate with agriculture on voluntary water sharing 
agreements that benefit both municipalities and the agricultural 
community without permanently drying irrigated acres
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community without permanently drying irrigated acres.



Questions?Questions?Questions?Questions?

B Mill W P DiB Mill W P Di Bart Miller, Water Program Director, Bart Miller, Water Program Director, 
Western Western Resource AdvocatesResource Advocates
 720720--763763--37193719 bmiller@westernresources orgbmiller@westernresources org 720720 763763 3719, 3719, bmiller@westernresources.orgbmiller@westernresources.org

Filling Filling the Gapthe Gap
is available online at:is available online at:

www.westernresourceadvocates.org/gapwww.westernresourceadvocates.org/gap
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