
Snowpack 

and 

Reservoir Operations 



Snowpack

• Gunnison Basin – 115% of Average
• Colorado Basin – 118% of Average
• Dust on Snow Events 

– Center for Snow and Avalanche Studies
– 12 Events in Southwest Colorado
– Causes Early Runoff



Telluride Valley – May 2009







Gunnison River Operations
• 690,000 ac-ft Projected Inflow to Blue Mesa  

(April – July Forecast, 96% of Average)

• Gunnison Basin Reservoirs will Fill

• Black Canyon National Park Water Right
– 300 cfs Minimum
– 5,864 cfs Peak
– 650 cfs 85 Day “Shoulder” Flow









Colorado River Operations

• Snowpack at or Above Average
• Green Mountain Reservoir will Fill 
• Coordinated Reservoir Operations

– Enhances Peak for Endangered Fish
– By-passes water that would otherwise spill
– Tight Control of Reservoirs 
– 2009 Peak – 20,000 cfs  (2008 Peak 22,500 cfs)







Lake Powell
• 7.1 Million Ac-Ft  

(April – July Forecasted Inflow)
• 90% of Average Inflow
• Peak Elev. 3,641 ft. – 2009 

– Elev. 3,633 ft. – 2008
• Coordinated Operations - Lake Powell and Lake 

Mead 
– Total Glen Canyon 2009 Release – 8.23 mil 

Ac-Ft



Questions

Crystal Spill – May 14th, 2009

Total Release  5,400 cfs;    Spill 1,200 cfs


