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Managing Water in the West
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Reservolir Operations
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Snowpack

e Gunnison Basin — 115% of Average
e Colorado Basin — 118% of Average

 Dust on Snow Events
— Center for Snow and Avalanche Studies
— 12 Events in Southwest Colorado
— Causes Early Runoff




Telluride Valley — May 2009

RECLAMATION




Gunnison River Basin Time Series Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 21, 2009

Current as Pct of Avg: 25%
Current as Pct of Last Year: 18%
Current as Pct of Peak: 12%

Awerage as Pct of Feak: 50%

Pct of Avg Meeded to Reach Peak: Current Natural Resources
Date is At or Past Peak Date Conservation Service
Awerage Peak Date; Apr12
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Upper Colorado River Basin Time Series Snowpack Summary
Based on Provisional SNOTEL data as of May 21, 2009

Current as Pct of Avg: 50%
Current as Pct of Last Year, 35%
Current as Pct of Peak: 28%

Awerage as Pct of Feak: 56%

Pet of &vy Meeded to Reach Paak: Natural Resources
Date is At or Past Peak Date Conservation Service
Awerage Peak Datel Apr 14
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Gunnison River Operations

e 690,000 ac-ft Projected Inflow to Blue Mesa
(April — July Forecast, 96% of Average)

e Gunnison Basin Reservoirs will Fill

« Black Canyon National Park Water Right
— 300 cfs Minimum
— 5,864 cfs Peak
— 650 cfs 85 Day “Shoulder” Flow




USGS 09128000 GUNNISON RIVER BELOW GUNNISON TUNNEL, CO
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USGS 09144250 GUNNISCN RIVER AT DELTA, CO.
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USGS 09152500 GUNNISON RIVER NEAR GRAND JUNCTION, CC.

20880

M
PPV L~ v

Y. - - - -
f; e A =
48408

Hay 87 Hay B3 Hay 11 Hay 113 Hay 1% Hay 17 Hay 19 Hay 21

—=== Proyisional Data Sub ject to Revision =----

-
=
=]
E
L
o
-
il
1
o
=S
&
-
L
-
o
-
&
W
L
]
L
o
&
o
=

&5 Redian daily statistic {108 years) * Heasured discharpe

— Discharge
] [ ' \T A NA / TN
RECLAMATION




Colorado River Operations

e Snowpack at or Above Average
 Green Mountain Reservoir will Fill

e Coordinated Reservoir Operations
— Enhances Peak for Endangered Fish
— By-passes water that would otherwise spill
— Tight Control of Reservoirs
— 2009 Peak — 20,000 cfs (2008 Peak 22,500 cfs)
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USGS 09095500 COLORADO RIVER NEAR CANEO, CO.
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CBRFC Main = River = Station
COLORADO - CAMEOQ, NR (CAMC?2)

Forecasts are guidance anly. Click here far official warrnings and forecasts.
Yiew station on Satellite Map or Download KL NeW

Colorado Basin River Forecast Center
COLORADO - CAMEO, NR - Hydrograph

Current: 10.5 [05/21.18), Flood Stage: 12.00, Bankfull: 10.00 Created 057211249 UTC
MOBACBRAC, 2000
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Lake Powell

7.1 Million Ac-Ft
(April — July Forecasted Inflow)
90% of Average Inflow
Peak Elev. 3,641 ft. — 2009
— Elev. 3,633 ft. — 2008

Coordinated Operations - Lake Powell and Lake
Mead

— Total Glen Canyon 2009 Release — 8.23 mil
Ac-Ft
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Questions
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Crystal Spill — May 14t 2009
Total Release 5,400 cfs; Spill 1,200 cfs
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