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and 

Reservoir Operations 



Peak SnowpackPeak Snowpack

G i B i 102% f A• Gunnison Basin – 102% of Average
• Colorado Basin – 84% of Average
• Dust on Snow Events 

– Center for Snow and Avalanche Studies
– 8 Events in Southwest Colorado
– Causes Early RunoffCauses Early Runoff















Colorado River OperationsColorado River Operations

• Snowpack Below AverageSnowpack Below Average
• Green Mountain Reservoir will Fill 

C di t d R i O ti• Coordinated Reservoir Operations
– Enhances Peak for Endangered Fish
– By-passes water that would otherwise spill
– Tight Control of Reservoirs 
– 2010 Peak – 12,000 cfs (forecast)
– 2009 Peak – 20,000 cfs (2008 Peak 22,500 cfs)







Gunnison River OperationsGunnison River Operations
• 525,000 ac-ft Projected Inflow to Blue Mesa  

(April – July Forecast, 73% of Average)

• Blue Mesa, Taylor Park Reservoirs will not Fill

• Black Canyon National Park Water Right
– 3,883 cfs Peak
– 300 cfs Minimum
– No Shoulder Flows this year

P t P k O ti 700 f– Post Peak Operation – 700 cfs









Lake PowellLake Powell
• 5.3 Million Ac-Ft  

(April – July Forecasted Inflow)
• 67% of Average Inflowg
• Peak Elev. 3,634 ft. – 2010 

– Elev. 3,641 ft. – 2009
• Coordinated Operations - Lake Powell and Lake 

Mead 
T l Gl C 2010 R l 8 23 il– Total Glen Canyon 2010 Release – 8.23 mil 
Ac-Ft



Questions

Crystal Spill – May 18th, 2010

Total Release  5,400 cfs;    Spill 1,200 cfs


